CHAPTER XII
FIRST YEARS OF FLYING
MOST people whose memory goes back to the early years of practical aviation have a vague recollection of much-advertised flying meetings, of air races across kingdoms, continents, and seas, of progressive speed and altitude attainment, and of a growing list oi disasters that at one time threatened to call upon private flying absolute suppression by the authorities, and did seriously raise the question whether aviation would ever get beyond the domain of the professional showman.
Some who saw clearly that this phase of noble but apparently wasted effort and courage would be followed by the attainment of comparative safety, and that flying would be recognized as one of the greatest and most serviceable victories of science, had for many years a hard task. It must be admitted they failed wholly to convince the general public, who in England remained curiously indifferent, so that after the first big sensations of the air there was no noticeable increase of enthusiasm : indeed, for a time the crowds attracted by a prospect of seeing flying diminished rather than grew. The fact that there was very little " gate money " to be gained, and that the cost and upkeep of machines was heavy kept away all save enthusiasts, and only manufacturers possessing abundant faith in the future gave of their energy and their capital. At first, indeed, the makers were primarily enthusiasts and savants, and most of them lost heavily. And in the years when flying was dangerous it was, perhaps, well that the number of those who risked
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